
Linked to International Symposium

A unique feature of the Workshop was that it was linked to an International Symposium open to the
public. This took place in the afternoon of 3rd December 1998.

Hosted by the City of Yokohama, the Symposium on Universal Design attracted as many as 450
participants, and the lecture hall was full, despite inclement weather. Dr. Kose coordinated the
Symposium, and six of the workshop participants (five among them were from overseas) presented their
views and examples. Thus it provided an excellent opportunity for the Japanese to learn more about this
new emerging idea of universal design. Fortunately, plenary lectures of the New York Conference were
translated and published as a book, and it is Dr. Kose's hope that it will further boost the move toward
universal design away from barrier-free design that is too restrictive (in the sense that they are linked to
disability).

General information on TG19 can be found here.

TG 24 - Virtual Reality in Construction

(The background to Prof. Issa's report is given in the Programme Committee in Gainesville.)

TG 24 was established in 1997 with a mission to produce an International State of the Art report on
Virtual Reality in Construction. TG24 completed its mission in 1999 and published its findings at the
following URL: http://www.bcn.ufl.edu/tg24/final/

The final TG24 report as included in the Website includes :

I A general part including

Introduction
State-of-the-Art as concerns Universal VR Technology and Development of VR
Technologies for the Built Environment
Future Outlook

II Description of 45 Research Centres in North America, Latin America, Europe, Asia and Africa with
VR programmes.
For each centre updated information is given on: Mission, Ongoing R&D, Partners/Alliances, Resources
and Future Outlook as concerns VR. Also for each centre Contact Information is given including an
address of the centre's home page.

Since new developments in VR and in the application of VR in Construction are far from over, the CIB
Programme Committee decided, in March 1999, that the continuation of TG24's work should take place
in coordination with other IT related activities in Construction. To facilitate this it was decided that TG24
should continue its work as a subgroup of CIB Working Commission W078 - Information Technology
for Construction. The objectives for the respective new W078 subgroup are as follows:

1. Continuously update its international state of the art report on applications of Virtual Reality in
construction on its WWW site: http://www.bcn.ufl.edu/tg24/final/.

2. Make an inventory among experts and research organisations centered on the need for an international
platform for exchange and collaboration on Virtual Reality.

The VR field is still in its infancy as far as potential applications in construction are concerned.

http://82.92.64.81:591/cib/FMPro?-db=commission.fp3&-format=commissions%5fdetails.htm&-lay=entry%20commission%20www&commission%20no=TG19&-recid=126&-find
http://cibworld.xs4all.nl/dl/ib/9902/pages/gaines.html#anchor497411
http://www.bcn.ufl.edu/tg24/final/
http://www.bcn.ufl.edu/tg24/final/


Currently, there are pockets of industry developing around the VR concepts. With the advent of Internet
II, and the high speed communications it provides us with, leased virtual spaces in Virtual Reality
Worlds are getting close to reality. Indeed, at the University of Florida, in partnership with among others
Disney, MGM, Universal Studio and Silicon Graphics, we are in the process of founding an institute to
address these technologies, while at the same time we are establishing related degree programs.

In parting, I urge all CIB members to consider joining the new W078 VR subgroup. We need
more members to join us in this very important task of keeping all of us appraised of VR in
Construction developments not only in their organisations and countries but also around the
world.

Prof. Dr. R. Raymond Issa

TG25 - Facade Systems and Technologies

We are most grateful to Ms. Brenda Apted for compiling the following report of the 2nd Meeting of
TG25 which was held at the Sand Key Hotel, Clearwater, Florida, USA on 10th December 1998.

Introduction

Coordinator Stephen Ledbetter welcomed the participants and described the work of CIB and Task
Group TG25 which had been set up to study issues of the building envelope that relate to construction
from standard components and semi-standard details. It had been agreed that this included most forms of
wall except loadbearing masonry, block and stone, although this may be overclad with metal panels.

Scope of TG25

A lengthy discussion followed about the name of the TG and possible confusion about the word 'facade'
which Prof. Burnett said meant only the outer veneer in North America. It was agreed that the name
should remain and that facade should be interpreted as the whole wall from outer visible surface to inner
lining. This would include stick systems wall, unitised wall, panellised or truss wall, glass screens and
metal cladding as siding.

Although the term 'facade' generally implies vertical wall the work of TG25 would also include roof
constructions of similar form, for example, slope glazing. Prof. Burnett wished to use the term building
enclosure but this could include other forms of roofing or wall and would increase the scope of TG25
such that it would risk duplicating, the work of other CIB groups.

The forms of construction to be considered range widely from fully integrated systems (trusswall) to just
wall cladding (siding). However, it was agreed that the use of medium to large size factory-made
components in any form of construction have common problems of co-ordination and that many
building physics issues are common to the whole range of walls.

Prof. Hens observed that historically there were builders and not architects and that with modern facade




