
Steering Committee which took place in London on 27 November 1998.

As he notes in his report : ' This was a very powerful meeting on key international issues in Construction
Innovation.'

So as to inform members in depth of what transpired we are holding his report over to the next issue
when we can feature it at length.

W023 - Wall Structures

One of the longest lasting Commissions is W023 - Wall Structures which actually held its 35th Meeting
in Dresden (Germany) from 8th to 10th October 1998, under the Chairmanship of the Coordinator, Dr. S.
Pompeu Santos, and hosted by Prof. W. Jäger of the Technical University of Dresden. The meeting was
well attended, with 16 participants.

[W23 look at reconstruction work in Dresden]

The programme was organised in different sessions, corresponding to the activities of the existing 4 Ad-
Hoc Groups:

S1 - Masonry - Problems of Use and Testing;
S2 - International Standards and Codes for Masonry;
S3 - Rehabilitation of Large Panel Buildings;
S4 - Historic Masonry Structures.

There was also a session dedicated to other matters:
S5 - Other Technical Presentations.

It is planned to publish the 16 papers presented at the meeting as a CIB Publication.
During the meeting several technical visits were also provided for the participants:

a visit to the test facility of the OTTO - MOHR Laboratory of the Technical University of
Dresden;
a visit to one of the most modern brick factories in Germany, near Dresden;
a visit to the reconstruction work in the city of Dresden: The Palace and the newly erected
"Kanzleihaus" - the building site of the Frauenkirche (Church of Our Lady). Picture below.

W51 - Acoustics

The bi-annual meeting of Working Commission W51 Acoustics was held in Paris on 7th and 8th
September 1998 and Joint Coordinators Gerrit Vermeir and Heiko Martin have kindly provided the
following brief report of what transpire there.



The actual meeting place was in Marne-la-Vallée on the invitation of J. Roland, Director of the
Acoustics Division of CSTB who in the same week inaugurated their new facilities for building acoustic
testing. This was of course a splendid occasion for the members of the group to meet at the CSTB
campus.

The meeting was attended by 30 participants among whom was CIB Secretary General W. Bakens. In his
contribution he informed the audience about the goals of CIB and the strategy pursued at the General
Secretariat.

Three themes

In accordance with the conclusions of the previous meeting in Antwerp in 1996, the joint Coordinators
had organised the Paris meeting around three themes.

The first dealt with experiences and research work on high sound insulation. The second theme
concerned approaches for quality labelling and interior sound environment. The third took the form of an
informative session about actual research work and about the progress in local acoustics research.

The high sound insulation work was discussed by D. Pedersen (Denmark), R. Van Luxemburg (The
Netherlands), A. Osipov (Belgium) and J. Mathijs (Belgium). D. Pedersen discussed several examples of
high sound insulation. The other contributions focussed on the low frequency sound insulation (LF). This
places the real limits on the higher global values and the LF results were shown to depend in a large
amount on the geometry of walls and rooms. Also, several problems concerning interpretation,
measurement and reference spectra remain.

Quality labelling was treated by E. Gerretsen (The Netherlands) for the Dutch approach and by C.
Simmons (Sweden) concerning the Nordic approach.

Interior sound quality was discussed by K. Roy (USA) and vibration disturbance from the Warsaw
underground by M. Niemas and J. Sadowski (Poland). The conclusion of this session was clear: there
already exist clear quality labelling systems capable of being applied and which could be evaluated on a
larger scale. It was also clear that any interior noise evaluation procedure should use the most recent
advances in modern psych-acoustics.

J.P. Vian (France) presented the work of CSTB in the field of electro-acoustical improvement of room
acoustics by the CARMEN system.

[The visit to the brand-new acoustics laboratory of CSTB in Marne-la-Vallée was of
particular scientific interest to participants]

The session on research contained several interesting contributions on parameter analysis in sound
insulation (R. Craik, UK), and several contributions about junction damping analysis (I. Bosmans, G.
Vermeir, Belgium, C. Hopkins, UK, H. Martin, The Netherlands, W. Beentjes, The Netherlands). M.
Villot (CSTB, France) presented research results pertaining to the approach for standardised measuring
of installation noise. The theoretical and practical research of CSTB on acoustics lining was described by
Mrs. Guigou-Carter (France). The session concluded with a report on the new acoustics laboratory of
LABEIN in Bilbao by Mrs. Cortes (Spain) and the presentation of the acoustical work being undertaken
at the Building Research Institute in Warschau (A. Izewska and J. Sadowski, Poland).



Future Meetings

The meeting ended with a brief overview and general conclusions from the work presented. A decision
was taken as regards the next meeting. The TU Eindhoven and TNO invited the group to organise this
meeting in conjunction with the International Building Physics Conference in Eindhoven, September
2000 on the theme Tools for Design and Engineering of Buildings. This invitation was accepted. Mrs.
Cortes, LABEIN, Spain, also invited the group to meet in Bilbao. The Coordinators recorded their thanks
for both invitations. After Eindhoven, Bilbao will be the upcoming meeting place.

W51 expressed its particular gratitude to the CSTB team and its Director for the excellent facilities that
had been provided. The technical visits to the new laboratory and to the Opèra de la Bastille had been
very appropriate opportunities to experience the splendid acoustic realisations of the team. The delightful
dinner which had been offered by the hosts, had proved to be a most pleasant occasion for informal
exchanges between colleagues.

The visit to the brand-new acoustics laboratory of CSTB in Marne-la-Vallée was of particular scientific
interest to participants.

W055 - Building Economics and
W065 - Organisation and Management of Construction

A Joint Project on
International Construction Labour
Productivity Benchmarking

by Professors H. Randolph Thomas and Ivica Zavrski

Previous efforts to compare construction labour markets across international boundaries have been based
on economic indices and cost comparisons. Little work has been done on comparing the actual labour
performance of individual projects. Two Working Commissions, W055 - Building Economics and W065
- Organisation and Management of Construction, are initiating a joint project to develop reliable
databases that can be used to benchmark international labour productivity. The project will be jointly led
by Professor H. Randolph Thomas, Penn State University (USA) and Professor Ivica Zavrski, University
of Zagreb (Croatia).

For this project, researchers in various countries will be organised to assemble the necessary databases to
compare the labour performance of one country to that of another. The scope of this project is
international, and researchers throughout the world are invited to participate. Researchers in developing
and third world countries are especially welcome. Professors Thomas and Zavrski plan to conduct an
organisational meeting for the research effort at the Joint Triennial Symposium of W055 and W065 in
Cape Town, South Africa in September, 1999. A workshop of all participants is planned in early 2000.
Thereafter, participants will be ready for the data collection phase. It is expected that this project will last
five to six years.

The conceptual benchmarking model has been developed by researchers at Penn State and the University
of Zagreb. A report is available that describes the model and illustrates the benchmarking theory and
procedures. The model was developed using five databases consisting of 83 construction projects from
the United States, Croatia, and the UK. A second report is in preparation that details how productivity
data are to be collected. This procedures manual will be available in the spring of 1999.

Participating researchers in each country will select projects and construction activities, collect data, and




