
TG29 is prominently featured in this issue with the above report and news of two major meetings to
come.

TG35 - Innovation Systems in Construction

This Task Group was actually set up by the Programme Committee at its 58th Meeting in February 1998,
(See Information Issue Nr. 4.98) but only now are we able to introduce its Coordinator, André Manseau.

Dr. André Manseau

André Manseau holds a Master Degree in Science Physics, a Master's Degree in
Public Administration and a Doctorate in Management. He was Professor of
Physics and subsequently Director of Continuing Education Services at the
Edmundston Campus of the University of Moncton (Canada) from 1981 to 1989.
He has been involved in the management of different research organizations, in
both the public and the private sectors, in conjunction with pursuing his doctorate
studies. Since 1996, he has acted as a strategic planning analyst at the National
Research Council of Canada. Dr. Manseau is author or co-author of numerous
articles and communications in technology strategic management and economic
analysis of industrial innovation.

André Manseau had this to say when he took a look earlier at the future of TG35.
'Innovation policies have been essentially focused on R&D and Individual firm capabilities to develop
and adopt new technologies. I feel that this approach has not well served the construction industry.
Construction is a complex economic sector and numerous actors interplay in developing innovations,
and within multiple regulations, standards and other framework conditions.

The TG35 agenda appears to me to hold out a promising way to assess and better understand innovation
processes in construction. Outcomes from the studies will enable policy makers, industry practitioners
and analysts to point out the most effective actions that could be undertaken to strengthen innovation in
construction and its impact on the overall economy.

I am directly involved in the study of innovation systems in the Canadian construction industry and my
role in TG35 will be to share our results and to support discussions and exchanges with other research
teams and practitioners across the world. TG35 will provide a forum for an international comparison of
innovation in construction and for developing strategies and policy instruments to improve innovation in
this industry.'
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Just as we are going to press, André Manseau has sent a detailed report of the meeting of the TG35
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Steering Committee which took place in London on 27 November 1998.

As he notes in his report : ' This was a very powerful meeting on key international issues in Construction
Innovation.'

So as to inform members in depth of what transpired we are holding his report over to the next issue
when we can feature it at length.

W023 - Wall Structures

One of the longest lasting Commissions is W023 - Wall Structures which actually held its 35th Meeting
in Dresden (Germany) from 8th to 10th October 1998, under the Chairmanship of the Coordinator, Dr. S.
Pompeu Santos, and hosted by Prof. W. Jäger of the Technical University of Dresden. The meeting was
well attended, with 16 participants.

[W23 look at reconstruction work in Dresden]

The programme was organised in different sessions, corresponding to the activities of the existing 4 Ad-
Hoc Groups:

S1 - Masonry - Problems of Use and Testing;
S2 - International Standards and Codes for Masonry;
S3 - Rehabilitation of Large Panel Buildings;
S4 - Historic Masonry Structures.

There was also a session dedicated to other matters:
S5 - Other Technical Presentations.

It is planned to publish the 16 papers presented at the meeting as a CIB Publication.
During the meeting several technical visits were also provided for the participants:

a visit to the test facility of the OTTO - MOHR Laboratory of the Technical University of
Dresden;
a visit to one of the most modern brick factories in Germany, near Dresden;
a visit to the reconstruction work in the city of Dresden: The Palace and the newly erected
"Kanzleihaus" - the building site of the Frauenkirche (Church of Our Lady). Picture below.

W51 - Acoustics

The bi-annual meeting of Working Commission W51 Acoustics was held in Paris on 7th and 8th
September 1998 and Joint Coordinators Gerrit Vermeir and Heiko Martin have kindly provided the
following brief report of what transpire there.




