
The meeting concluded with an interesting technical tour on 10th October to the Southern part of Kyoto
and Nara. This took in Sekisui Research Institute, Exhibition Centre for Utilisation of Natural Energy as
well as a typical Japanese prefabricated house and by way of contrast an ancient temple.

Next Meeting

An invitation has been extended to hold the next meeting of W40 in Prague, Czech Republic during the
3rd week of September 1999. The theme will be: "New Requirements for Materials and Structures".

Contact Address

Dr. Robert Cerny
Department of Physics
Faculty of Civil Engineering
Czech Technical University
Thákurova 7
16629 Prague 6
Czech Republic
Tel: +420.2.24354693
Fax: +420.2.3113226
E-mail: cernyr@fsv.cvut.cz

W77 - Indoor Climate

W77 met under its Coordinator Dr. E. Mayer in Washington DC, USA on 26th and 27th September
1997.

Following the customary mutual introductions which also included a brief description by each participant
of his or her principal topic of research, a series of scientific papers was presented.

These were:

Sensory and Chemical Characterisation of Emissions from Building and Furnishing Materials: The
Impact of Age, Concentration and Air Velocity, by Henrik Knudsen
Determination of Indoor Climate Patterns in Apartments, by Wolfgang Bischof
Addition of Sensory Pollution Sources in an Office for Calculation of Required Ventilation Rates,
by Pawel Wargocki
Thermal Comfort - Movable Measurement Equipment and Results, by Iunta Nakano
Recent IAQ and Thermal Comfort Research, by Shin-Ichi Tanabe
A New Correlation between Predicted Mean Votes (PMV) and Predicted Percentages of
Dissatisfied (PPD)
Latest Results/BRE, by Gary Raw

Future Meetings

The next W77 Meeting will be a joint meeting in conjunction with the CIB Congress 1998 in Gävle
within the Technical Symposium "Energy and Indoor Climate".

In 1999 W77 has plans to meet prior to the Edinburgh INDOOR AIR '99 Conference.

W78 - Information Technology for Construction

The annual Commission meeting took place on 11th July 1997 in Cairns, Australia and was scheduled as
part of a three-day Workshop. It was attended by 25 people.
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Work Programme

Use of Internet

A verbal report was made by Ziga Turk, Bo-Christer Björk and Per Christiansen. As regards the
Electronic Journal (first featured in Information Issue 1/95), progress in publishing 5 papers was
reported. A further 5 papers were currently being refereed. In discussion, the issue of the Journals
academic acceptance was noted. Suggestions were put forward to make the existence of the Journal
better known in the International Alliance for Inter-Operability (IAI) and Construct IT Communities.
The possibility of the journal's papers extending to non-refereed practical papers was also raised.

All W78 members were encouraged to look to the Journal as a vehicle for publication and to promote its
visibility among their own networks of contacts. More generally, the commission's list server, web pages,
database and other services were discussed. Control over access to the List Server would be subject to
editorial control following recent unwelcome incursions. Members of W78 were encouraged to make
their own web activities link with those of W78 under their own individual or collaborative funded
projects.

Virtual Building Model

A colleague of Matti Hannus reported that some progress was being made with this in VTT. IAI were
also progressing such a development as a test bed for IFC development. It was agreed that as soon as
progress was made with such a model from either VTT or IAI, this would be brought to the attention of
W78 members through the list server and web links.

National IT Strategies

Little progress had been made with this project over the past 12 months. It was reported that the SCENIC
Project which was addressing this task, would be reporting within the next 6 months and that this would
be used as a basis for extending the work to other countries, including Australia and Singapore, where
efforts were known to be underway.

A new proposal was made to arrange a workshop on a review of process modelling activities. Work
would continue in collecting information on process modelling methods and tools to support them.
Making such information available on a web site as part of the W78 web activity would be explored.

Future Meetings

For 1998 a detailed proposal was made by Bo-Christer Björk for the next meeting to be in Sweden from
3-5 June to coincide with the CIB World Congress from 7-12 June. The Theme of the next Workshop
would be the Construction IT innovation cycle embracing: research, standards, software development
and best practice implementation. Participation in the meeting would be particularly encouraged from
prominent members of major EU projects, from standardisation groups, and from national Construction
IT Centres including those forming part of the Armathwaite Initiative.

The format would be:

Day 1: Leading Research Projects
Day 2: Standardisation and Software Development
Day 3: Best Practice Case Studies

An international organising committee would be assembled to render assistance in identifying people for
invited presentations. An open element would also be included in the programme for W78 members in
general.

For 1999 a proposal was made for this to be held in Vancouver. This might be a W78 specific event
possibly involving Thomas Froese from UBC and Martin Fischer of Stanford. In addition it might allow
W78 to participate in the 8th International Conference on the Durability of Building Materials with W60,
W80, W94, TG11, TG16 and TG22.

For 2000 a proposal was made for the Meeting to be hosted by the Icelandic Building Research Centre in



Iceland. This proposal would be further developed at the next meeting in Stockholm.

Other offers for hosting future W78 meetings had been received from Georgia Tech in Atlanta and from
the Construct IT Centre in Hong Kong. These would be considered as possible future venues after the
year 2000. Georgia Tech would be kept in mind as a venue in the unlikely event that Vancouver proved
unsuitable for 1999.

External Links

The suggestion was made that W78 should foster a closer working relationship with the IAI and with the
Armathwaite Initiative of collaboration between major national research centres. The opportunity for
W78 members to become part of the Object Technology network being formed by the UK Government
was also raised.

The Coordinator warmly thanked Robin Drogemuller for having so generously and efficiently hosted the
meeting, and the Board for their support during the year. He also noted the worthwhile and constructive
contributions which participants had made at the meeting.

W86 - Building Pathology

It was a small but select group of participants who took part in the 13th Meeting of W86 - Building
Pathology which the new Coordinator Bill Porteous convened on the Gypsy Lane Campus of Associate
Member Oxford Brookes University, Oxford, England on 18th June 1997. This was the first meeting of
the Commission since May 1995, although a useful orientation meeting attended by Dr. Bill Porteous, the
then acting Coordinator (Peter Trotman), the immediate past Coordinator (Arie van den Beukel) and CIB
Deputy Secretary General Chris Pollington in Rotterdam in August 1996 had helped to bridge the gap
between official meetings of the Commission.

Reports Bill Porteous:

The meeting was attended by: Mr. Clive Briffett (National University of Singapore), Professor Sergio
Croce (DISET - Politecnico di Milano, Italy), Mr. Peter Trotman (BRE Ltd., UK), Mr. Brian Wood
(Oxford Brookes University, by invitation), Dr. Dave Wyatt (University of Brighton, UK), and Dr. Bill
Porteous (Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand, W86 Coordinator).

Amongst the matters discussed was the obvious congruencies between the business of W86 and that of at
least five other commissions or technical groups. This was particularly true of W94 (Design for
Durability) with whose members the W86 group felt a joint meeting in 1998 would be appropriate.
Attendees were encouraged to supply Professor Sergio Croce (who has set up a W86 Homepage) with
case studies of pathology which could be accessed by a wide range of students and staff from
educational institutions, and other interested persons.

Future plans, to build on further surveying of the current W86 members activities in research and
practice, include a 1998 meeting at Gävle, immediately prior to the CIB World Building Congress. (This
meeting may occur with W94 as noted above.) The meeting agreed that in 1999 the W86 meeting should
occur in New Zealand at the School of Architecture, Victoria University of Wellington. A call for papers
will be issued early in 1998.

Bill Porteous

W86 in Oxford. From left to right: Dr. Bill Porteous (W86
Coordinator, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand),
Mr. Peter Trotman (BRE Ltd., UK), Mr. Brian Wood (Oxford
Brookes University, UK), Dr. Dave Wyatt (University of
Brighton, UK), Mr. Clive Briffett (National University of
Singapore) and Professor Sergio Croce (DISET - Politecnico di
Milano, Italy).




