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Protection of Buildings Against Soil Gas Entry

CIB Report ISBN 90-6363-007-7 Publication 204

The underlying purpose of this Publication is to discuss the current state-of-the-art methods in various
countries for protecting buildings from the effects of soil gas, whether "natural" such as radon or mine
gas or "anthropogenic" such as landfill gas.

This Report is the product of several meetings of W97 in London, Stockholm and Helsinki and focuses
upon the following:

The nature of key health and safety hazards from the principal gases.
General guidance on design methods of reducing the risks to buildings, taking account of building
type, construction and location.
General guidance on remedial post-construction techniques.
Highlight specific national variations which reflect different styles of building and construction
techniques and the associated standards and regulations.

To Whom Addressed

It is intended that the Report should be used by building designers, architects, surveyors, contractors,
construction managers, approving authorities and regulators. The Report will complement national
guidance documents.

Listed in the bibliography are the titles of reports and publications contributed by group members of
W97 and Corresponding Members which form the primary information source of this Report.

Contents

1. Introduction
2. Gas Exposure Standards and Policies
3. Principal Risk Areas
4. Quantifying the Hazard and Risks
5. Development Design Criteria and Factors
6. Gas Control Measures to the Site
7. Gas Control Measures in Buildings
Appendix 1: Gas Analysis and Monitoring Equipment
Appendix 2: Illustrations

Price per Copy

CIB Members: 60.- (Dutch Guilders)
Non Members: 75.- (Dutch Guilders)
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Transfer of Construction Management Best Practice Between Different Cultures

CIB Proceedings ISBN 90-6363-009-3 Publication 205

Edited by the Norwegian Building Research Institute

This Publication is the Proceedings of the W65 Workshop held on 6th and 7th June 1997 in Oslo,
Norway.

The Workshop was initiated during the W65 International Symposium for the O & M of Construction
which took place in Glasgow in September/October 1996.

The enthusiasm shown for the topic of Cultural Factors and Management Practice led to the Workshop
becoming a special meeting in itself.

Contents

These Proceedings commence with a brief conclusion. There is an initial assessment, matching the
results against the objectives, a presentation of the workshop's outcome and some suggestions for the
future. The main content consists of the submitted papers, sorted into three main categories: (1) as post-
workshop papers, (2) as topic papers and (3) as national reports. Each main category has its own
introduction, including summaries for each single paper.

The five post-workshop papers give an introduction to the discussions and the topic as such. The first
paper sorts out some basic elements in the holistic structure - and indicates connections. The second
paper gives a very realistic and clear description about transference of management technologies from
one country to another.

Next follows a group of nine topic papers. They cover rather different topics. One, for example,
discusses the measurement of culture differences. Another paper compares Japanese and Western
philosophies concerning management of safety, discussing the influence of cultural elements. Some other
illustrates the export situation, like problems or precautions to be taken when a company enters another
country with a very different culture.

Last, but not least, follow the 15 National Reports. They are presented in a pre-defined format, based on
(1) a description of one outstanding national improvement achieved in the field of management and (2)
one improvement practice as a forecast for the future, both preferably referring to a framework of
cultural factors.

Countries featured are:

Brazil
Chile
Denmark
Finland
Hong Kong
Japan
New Zealand
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Singapore
Spain
Sweden



United Kingdom
USA

The papers show many development topics as being common to a number of countries. Quality, design
and build, partnership and information technology in management are some recurring concepts. These
clusters gave background for many reflections on how ideas are pulled or pushed around intra- or
internationally, and which are those organisations (or persons/professions) that initiate and stimulate this
pulling and pushing. Is the progress primarily industry driven, or governmental or by researchers? Are
there cultural factors affecting the ways of international transfer or its speed? How do the national
economies influence the direction of transfer?

Finally, the Proceedings include 15 selected references as a literature review. Each reference is
summarised, so as to fit in the perspective of the workshop.

Approximately 200 pages.

Price per Copy

CIB Members: 90.00 (Dutch Guilders)
Non Members: 115.00 (Dutch Guilders)
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Finally a very special CIB Publication !

CIB Coordinators' Trend Reports
An Anthology of Future Perspectives

With an Introduction Building Research for the Future
by John Duncan, Chairman of the CIB Programme Committee

CIB Report ISBN 90-6363-008-5 Publication 211

It was at its 52nd Meeting in November 1994 that the CIB Programme Committee decided in principle to
compile a series of papers by the CIB Coordinators setting out their personal vision on the medium term
trends and perspectives in the field of knowledge covered by the particular Working Commission or
Task Group.

This unique Anthology is the result.

It contains 31 contributions which, although not featuring every Working Commission or Task Group
operative in CIB, do together present an expert and comprehensive overview of the significance of the
Organisation's technical and professional activities.

Dr. J.R. Duncan, Chairman of the Programme Committee during the period 1995-1998, has penned an
Introduction to the collection entitled Building Research for the Future. He shows how CIB's portfolio
has changed over the past ten years in response to the demands for a new look at traditional topics and
compares the titles of CIB's most recently established Groups with those of the longest-established.

As CIB prepares itself to enter the 21st century, Dr. Duncan points to the body of evidence to be found in
the essays concerning the large number of unknown quantities that merit the attention of the membership.
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